
Hesketh-with-Becconsall All Saints Church of England Primary School 

‘What you are is God’s gift to you, 

what you become is your gift to God.’ 

 

School Improvement Newsletter - Issue 9 
Dear Parents & Carers, 

Thank you for your continued support.  

In Issue 9 we have a ‘Spotlight on the EYFS’ and hope that you find this information useful 

which ever year group your child may be in.  The importance of a 

firm foundation can never be underestimated, and we thank you 

for your continuing support in your child’s learning journey. 

Kind regards,   

RSAinsworth 

Associate Headteacher 

‘Every morning tell him, “Thank you for your kindness,” and  

every evening rejoice in all his faithfulness.’ Psalm 92:2 
 

 

Parents’ Evenings                © theheadteacher.com 

Thank you for attending Parents’ Evenings this week, we have had 

lots of positive feedback on the new format including many 

comments regarding the ‘relaxed atmosphere’.  Your support and 

engagement with your child’s learning is very important to us which 

is why we provided YGE (Year Group Expectations) in order that you 

have a clear understanding of the learning journey your child is on this academic year. 
 

Spotlight on the EYFS 
This is further information, building on Issue 2 of our School Improvement Newsletter. 

The Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) is a very important stage as it helps your child get 

ready for school as well as preparing them for their future learning and successes. From when 

your child is born up until the age of 5, their early years’ experience should be happy, active, 

exciting, fun, and secure; and support their development, care and learning needs. 



The EYFS Framework exists to support all professionals working in the EYFS to help your child, 

and was developed with early years experts and parents and it sets out: 

• The legal welfare requirements that everyone registered to look after children must 

follow to keep your child safe and promote their welfare. 

• The 7 areas of learning and development which guide professionals’ engagement with 

your child’s play and activities as they learn new skills and knowledge. 

• Assessments that will tell you about your child’s progress through the EYFS. 

• Expected levels that your child should reach at age 5, usually the end of the reception 

year; these expectations are called the “Early Learning Goals (ELGs)”. 

There is also guidance for the professionals supporting your child on planning the learning 

activities, and observing and assessing what and how your child is learning and developing. 

Much thought has been given to making sure that your child is as safe as possible. Within the 

EYFS there is a set of welfare standards that everyone must follow. These include the numbers 

of staff required in a nursery and things like administering medicines and carrying out risk 

assessments. 

The EYFS Framework explains how and what your child will be learning to support their healthy 

development. Your child will be learning skills, acquiring new knowledge and demonstrating 

their understanding through 7 areas of learning and development. 

Children should mostly develop the 3 prime areas first.  

 

These are: 

• Communication and language 

• Physical development 

• Personal, social, and emotional development 

These prime areas are those most essential for your child’s healthy development and 

future learning. 

 

As children grow, the prime areas will help them to develop skills in 4 specific areas.  

These are: 

• Literacy 

• Mathematics 

• Understanding the world  

• Expressive arts and design 

These 7 areas are used to plan your child’s learning and activities. The professionals teaching 

and supporting your child will make sure that the activities are suited to your child’s unique 

needs.  



The curriculum is suitable for very young 

children, and it's designed to be flexible so 

that staff can follow your child's unique 

needs and interests. Children in the EYFS 

learn by playing and exploring, being active, 

and through creative and critical thinking 

which takes place both indoors and outside. 

The diagram gives examples of the areas of 

learning and development and shows the 

links between the way in which your child 

learns and what they learn.  

Please bear in mind that all children develop 

at different rates, so these examples are for 

guidance only. 

 

As a parent, how can I help with my child’s learning? 

All the fun activities that you do with your child at 

home are important in supporting their learning 

and development and have a long-lasting effect on 

your child’s learning as they progress through 

school. 

Even when your child is very young and is not yet 

able to talk, talking to them helps them to learn 

and understand new words and ideas. If you make 

the time every day to do some of the following 

things with your child, it will make a real difference 

to your child’s confidence as a young learner. 
 

When your child is 5 

At the end of the EYFS – in the summer term of the reception year in school – teachers 

complete an assessment which is known as the EYFS Profile. This assessment is carried out by 

the reception teacher and is based on what they, and other staff caring for your child, have 

observed over a period of time. 

Another important part of the EYFS Profile is your knowledge about your child’s learning and 

development, so do let your child’s class teacher know about what your child does with you:  

such as how confident your child is in writing their name, reading, and talking about a favourite 

book, speaking to people your child is not so familiar with or their understanding of numbers. 



All of the information collected is used to judge how your child is doing in the 7 areas of 

learning and development. Finding out at this stage how your child is doing will mean that the 

teacher your child has in their next school year – year 1 – will know what your child really 

enjoys doing and does well, as well as helping them decide if your child needs a bit of extra 

support, what that support should be and if they are already getting it. 

This is important moving forward as we address the issues raised in Ofsted. 

 

As a Church School we continue to root all of the EYFS curriculum in Christ; living out the 

Church of England’s Vision for Education: Deeply Christian, Serving the Common Good and 

ensuring that we are ‘Valuing All God’s Children’. 

The Early Years Team at school (Staff in the Reception Class & Little Saints Nursery) continue to 

work with the Lancashire Early Years Team to improve the learning experiences on offer in our 

EYFS.  The indoor learning environments have benefitted from makeovers to support learning 

within continuous provision, and this will be greatly enhanced by the completion of the EYFS 

Outdoor Area. This extensive refurbishment from Playsound will make a huge difference! 

From this... 

the new EYFS Outdoor Area 
 



To... 

  

  
 

 

 
The children in Nursery 

have already used the area 

to develop their story 

telling through gross motor 

activities to retell and act 

out the journey to 

Grandma’s cottage as part 

of their ‘Once Upon a Time’ 

Cornerstones Curriculum 

Learning Project. 

 

  
 

Thank you for your continued support. 

Coming in Issue 10…  Spotlight on Calculations in Maths 


